
                                                          CURRICULUM MEETING    March 22, 2017 

 

In attendance:  B. Grauer, F. Tenenbaum, S. Braverman, L. Eisenberg, M. Morgan, S. Preziosi, D. Sheinin, 

N. Ogievetsky, S. Chinnappala, E. Margolin, N. Bogdanov, L. Kreisman, J. Menashe, P. Critti, C. Pritzker 

 

Minutes of February meeting were accepted as read. 

Due to a scheduling error, Ms.Kavanaugh will present at the May meeting (on Technology) instead of 

today. 

I-The committee is working out a time for the viewing of the video “Screenagers” in the fall. There are 

too many other events already scheduled for the spring. The intention is to attract as many parents as 

possible. Linking the viewing to programs in the schools is being considered. There is a free weekly 

newsletter with related information distributed by the company who created “Screenagers.” 

A free public seminar hosted by the Nassau Bar Assoc related to social media will be held on May 28 at 

6:30 in Mineola. 

II-LIASCD conference was held on March 21. Nine people from our district attended. 

Eric Jensen, famous brain researcher was the guest speaker. Among other things he discussed: 

 What is the effect of long term exposure to negativity on the brain and academic success?  

 What is the effect of long term exposure to negativity for students who come from low SES 

families?  

 It is anticipated that fifty percent of current jobs will be eliminated by technology. 

 To have positive change we need to teach staff and students that one’s efforts will make a 

difference and bring about positive change.  

 We need to confront cultural issues.  

 School culture should be one in which people are willing to make change and take risks.  

 Middle class is shrinking in 90% of the zip codes across our country 

Our district is using a demographer to analyze our current and future school population. 

III-Committee asked about the policy should immigration authorities come to a school. Mr. Secaur 

stated that our lawyers will be contacted.  

If child is not living in the district he/she is not permitted to attend school in our district. The Board 

policy on this issue is being reauthorized now to comply with federal regulations. There are several 

different scenarios that need to be considered. 

 



IV-Bridg-it roll-out:  

 Mr. Secaur again explained the facts behind the purchase of Bridg-it, including a sexting incident 

two years ago. It was approved by the Board then.  

 Guidance counselors from all schools have been trained numerous times.  

 District has involvement with many other companies who have limited access to student data. 

 Data is protected as it is with all other companies. 

There are still many concerns including:  

 Many parents did not understand the letter that was sent although there were links to get 

information. 

 Can the drop down menu be eliminated? 

 WMS requested more info/sessions before the roll out but that did not happen. 

 Opt- out should be the norm and opt- in should be the request (opposite of what it is now) 

V-A parent voiced concern that HES is departmentalizing next year in fifth grade as is done in Ogden.  

 There is no real data but it seems to be a successful initiative.  

 Parent stated that many parents are concerned regarding HES’s large number of students with 

IEPS and larger number of classes at HES than at Ogden.  

 There are still questions such as: How will co-teaching classes be arranged?  

 Mr. Secaur stated that he doesn’t want the departmentalization to go below 5th grade.  

Next Meeting: April 26- Special Education Update 


